REVOLTED AMERICA
to such custom duties, but his fellow-countrymen quickly inter-
preted the presence of the commissioners as proof that the British
politicians were resolved to have their pound of flesh out of the
colonies.
On May I3th, 1767, the brilliant Charles Townshend took the
next step towards calamity.   In the House of Commons he said :
He knew the mode by which a Revenue might be drawn from the
Americans, without giving them offence.
And he at once outlined his proposals, which amounted to the
laying of duties on such commodities as glass, paper, white and
red lead, painters' colours, pasteboard and tea shipped into the
North American colonies. The Members generally were de-
lighted with the terms of the new Revenue Bill: it saved British
pockets—always, in their opinion, too readily raided; and it
could not—on Franklin's admission at the Bar of the House—
produce any ill effects in the colonies. The result was that the
Revenue Bill was piloted through the Commons without much
difficulty: in the Lords only Camden rose to condemn it.
But Townshend's behaviour was most irregular. On the
authority of Grafton we have it that his chief colleague in the
Commons—General Conway—4 stood astonished at the un-
authorized proceeding of his vain and imprudent colleague/ In
short, Townshend had brought in a measure without first con-
sulting his colleagues in the Cabinet. Men with greater spirit
might have saved the situation either by demanding the resigna-
tion of Townshend or resigning themselves. But all Grafton,
who was virtually head of the Administration, did was to mention
the matter to Chatham after the Bill was well on its way through
the Commons! And Chatham, then in the throes of that awful
melancholia which nearly deprived him of his reason, merely
fumed and raged at the news.
No one of the Ministry [wrote Grafton in an attempt to justify his
pusillanimity] had authority sufficient to advise the dismission of
Mr Charles Townshend, and nothing less could have stopped the
measure; Lord Chatham's absence being, in this instance as well
as others, much to be lamented.
Comment on  Grafton's and  Chatham's behaviour is hardly
necessary.
In America tempers were too badly frayed to allow of a
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